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SHOESDAD
How luxury brands started

a sportswear trend
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 The line between streetwear and high end fashion is becoming increasingly blurred.
The choice of Virgil Abloh as Artistic Director of Menswear at Louis Vuitton

is just one recent example of urban culture’s impact on luxury clothing.

But the clearest example of this is in footwear. High-end luxury labels are now making
bulky sneakers, similar to classic shoes from the ‘70s through ‘90s.

These have become known as “dad shoes,” and they sell for hundreds of dollars each.

This report looks at this trend in-depth. It answers questions including:

How do streetwear & fashion co-exist on the social web?
What is the most talked about streetwear item online?

Who are the most important influencers in the streetwear field?

The second part of the study will focus closely on the current “dad shoes” trend,
and its adoption by both luxury and mainstream brands.

REPORT OVERVIEW
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We use Radarly to collect large 
samples of social data From Jan 2016 

to June 2018.

DATA COLLECTION

Linkfluence’s specialized social media 
research team analyzes all this data,

to pull out key trends and conclusions.
 

ANALYSIS

First, we use topic analysis
to identify major habits

of digital users. We create queries 
to explore the associations between 

luxury & sportswear, and the
“dad shoes” trend.

 QUERY CREATION

OUR METHODOLOGY - How this study is conducted
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From Jan 2016 to June 2018 Language: English  Fashion | Streetwear | Dad shoes

PERIOD PLATFORMS FILTERS QUERIES

RESEARCH SCOPE

Facebook

TwitterNews

Websites 

Blogs

Forums

Instagram

Youtube
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(streetlife OR streetwear OR sportswear OR hypebeast OR hypebeaststyle OR streetwearfashion OR streetwearfashion OR streetwearbrand OR streetweardaily 
OR highsnobiety OR streetfashion OR streetlook OR swag OR hypebae OR hypedstreets OR urbanfashion OR minimalmovement OR modernnotoriety OR 
homelessfits OR minimalmovement OR backtominimal OR fitrotation OR baesmentapproved OR outfitsociety OR sportychic OR sportstyle OR sneakers OR 
hoodie*)

«Fashion OR couture OR hautecouture OR highfashion OR «»high fashion»» OR designer OR OOTD OR outfitpost OR fashionpost OR todaysoutfit OR fashiondiaries 
OR currentlywearing OR lookbook OR wiwt OR whatiwore OR whatiworetoday OR ootdshare OR wiw OR whatimwearing OR whatiwear OR whatiwore OR wiwt 
OR mylook OR todayimwearing OR todayimwearingthis OR todayiwore OR #tiw OR outfitoftheday OR lookoftheday OR style OR picoftheday OR photooftheday 
OR photoftheday OR pictureoftheday OR lookbook OR instastyle OR fashiongram OR dressify OR fashionblogger OR «»look of the day»» OR runway OR 
streetlife OR streetwear OR sportswear OR hypebeast OR hypebeaststyle OR streetwearfashion OR streetwearfashion OR streetwearbrand OR streetweardaily 
OR highsnobiety OR streetfashion OR streetlook OR swag OR hypebae OR hypedstreets OR urbanfashion OR minimalmovement OR modernnotoriety OR 
homelessfits OR minimalmovement OR backtominimal OR fitrotation OR baesmentapproved OR outfitsociety OR sportychic OR sportstyle OR sneakers OR 
hoodie*»

STREETWEAR

FASHION

DAD SHOES

QUERIES - How the data is collected

((sneaker OR sneakers OR emoji.chart:     ) NEAR/5 (dad OR ugly OR chunky)) OR dadshoes OR «dad shoes»
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INTRODUCTION TO
LUXURY & SPORTSWEAR
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STREETWEAR, A GROWING TOPIC ONLINE

From January 2016 to June 2018
In English

In just 2 years, posts mentioning streetwear increased by 88%.

VOLUME OF POSTS THAT MENTION STREETWEAR*

 *Streetwear = streetlife OR streetwear OR sportswear OR hypebeast OR sportstyle OR sneakers OR hoodie (see page 5 for the full query)

January – June 2018July – December 2017January – June 2017January – June 2016 July – December 2016

+7%+27%+37,5%

15M posts
14M posts

11M posts11M posts

8,6M posts
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...REPRESENTING 10% OF ALL FASHION-RELATED CONVERSATIONS
FOR THE PAST YEAR

From August 2017 to August 2018
In English

 VOLUME OF POSTS MENTIONING STREETWEAR WITHIN FASHION*

 *Fashion*= Fashion OR highfashion OR OOTD OR outfitpost OR fashionpost OR todaysoutfit OR fashiondiaries... (see entire querie slide 5)

 Fashion*
= 272M posts

10%

Streetwear = 28M posts
10% of fashion

And 5% of the conversations about high fashion.
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STREETWEAR SHARE OF VOICE WITHIN LUXURY BRAND IN VOLUME OF POSTS

STREETWEAR’S SHARE OF VOICE WITHIN LUXURY BRANDS IS SIGNIFICANT

From August 2017 to August 2018
In English

Balenciaga + Streetwear =

of Balenciaga mentions

20%

Gucci + Streetwear =

of Gucci mentions

5%

Louis Vuitton + Streetwear =

of Louis Vitton mentions

9%
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SNEAKERS ARE BY FAR THE MOST MENTIONED SPORTSWEAR ACCESSORIES

In volume of posts
From August 2017 to August 2018

In English

 PRODUCT SHARE OF VOICE WITHIN FASHION & STREETWEAR CONVERSATIONS

CAP

111K posts

 SNEAKER

 1.32M posts

FANNY PACK

9K posts

HOODIE

 209K posts
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ALL FASHION LUXURY BRANDS HAVE RELEASED SNEAKERS
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THE “DAD SHOES” TREND
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 DAD SHOES?

 Also called chunky sneakers, dad shoes are 
“outdated” sneakers with chunky soles.

These have grown in popularity
in recent years.

 Visuals from matchesfashion.com

http://matchesfashion.com
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THREE FASHION TRENDS IN ONE

FASHION
SPORTSWEAR

FASHION 
IRONY

FASHION
90s

Sportswear + Fashion =
3M posts over the past year

Irony + Fashion =
9M posts over the past year

90s + Fashion =
6.4M posts over the past year

«Sneakers»
«Running shoes» ...

«Ugly»
«Weird» ...

«90s»
«Normcore» ...
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 DAD SHOES ARE INCREASINGLY POPULAR ON THE WEB

From January 2017 to August 2018
Base: 36,000 posts

 VOLUME OF POSTS THAT MENTION THE “DAD SHOES” TREND
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AVERAGE POSTS/MONTH = 3.8KAVERAGE POSTS/MONTH = 1.5KAVERAGE POSTS/MONTH = 736

+152%+103%
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 BOTH IN THE US & EUROPE

From January 2017 to August 2018
Base: 21K geolocated posts

POST GEOLOCATION

lowest highest
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YEEZY AND BALENCIAGA ARE THE TWO MOST DISCUSSED BRANDS
IN THE TOP 5 CITIES

From January 2017 to August 2018

 POST GEOLOCATION

20%0% 60%40% 80% 100%

 n = 11.4K post

n = 4K posts

n = 5.6K posts

n = 3.7K posts

n = 2.5K posts

New York

Los Angeles

London

Paris

Detroit

  Acne   Balenciaga   Dior   Fila   Gucci   LV   Nike   Puma   Raf Simons   Yeezy
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THE DAD SHOES TREND IS STRONGLY SUPPORTED BY FASHION MEDIA
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 CHUNKY SNEAKERS LEAD TO STRONG OPINIONS

From January 2017 to August 2018
Base: 19.5 K posts from social media (Instagram, Twitter, Facebook)

 TONE ASSOCIATED TO THE “CHUNKY SNEAKERS” TREND

36%
 positive posts 17%

 negative posts 5%
 mixed posts
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COOL OR UGLY? VIEWS ARE MIXED
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IN THE END, CONSUMERS ARE EMBRACING CHUNKY SNEAKERS
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BRINGING BACK 90s DAD SNEAKERS - WITH AN IRONIC TWIST
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CHUNKY SNEAKERS MAINLY APPEAL TO MALE USERS AND 18-24 YEAR-OLDS

13 - 17

25 - 34

18 - 24

35 - 44

45 - 54

55 - 64

65+

28%

72%

From January 2017 to August 2018
Base: 6.8K posts* that mention “dad shoes”

From January 2017 to August 2018
Base: 1.1K posts** that mention “dad shoes”

AUTHOR GENDER AUTHOR GENDER

*based on posts where the gender of the author is automatically detected **based on posts where the age of the author is automatically detected
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THE CHUNKY SNEAKERS TIMELINE:
FROM THE RAF SIMONS OZWEEGO TO THE LOUIS VUITTON ARCHLIGHT

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Raf Simons’s
Adidas Ozweego

 Balenciaga’s
Triple S

Yeezy’s
500

Acne Studio’s
Manhattan

Louis Vuitton’s
Archlight
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AMONG THE ICONIC “LUXURY DAD SHOES,” BALENCIAGA TRIPLE S IS BY FAR 
THE MOST DISCUSSED

rom January 1st 2017 to June 30th 2018
 ICONIC CHUNKY SNEAKER MENTIONS BREAKDOWN

Balenciaga
Triple S 

Acne Studio
Manhattan

Louis Vuitton
Archlight

Yeezy Desert
Rat 500

Raf Simons
Ozweego 66%

1%4%

14%

16%
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 ALSO TRUE WHEN WE ADD CHUNKY MODELS FROM SPORTS BRANDS

From January 1st 2017 to June 30th 2018

 ICONIC CHUNKY SNEAKER MENTIONS BREAKDOWN

Raf Simons
Ozweego

Yeezy
Desert Rat 500

Fila
Disruptor 

Acne Studio
Manhattan

Puma
ThunderNike

Air Monarch

Louis Vuitton
Archlight

Balenciaga
Triple S 

54%

13%

11%

9%

6%
3% 3% 0%
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 THE TRIPLE S HAS ARGUABLY LED THE DAD SHOES TREND

From January 2017 to August 2018

MENTIONS OF THE “CHUNKY SNEAKER” TREND VS.
MENTIONS OF THE BALENCIAGA TRIPLE S
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Dad shoes trend Balenciaga Triple S
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 LIMITED BUT FREQUENT PRODUCT RELEASES FEED DESIRE & DISCUSSIONS

VOLUME OF 
MENTIONS

JANUARY
2017

Triple S first
appearance

MAI 2017
Raf Simons’s 
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From January 2017 to August 2018
 ICONIC CHUNKY SNEAKER MENTIONS EVOLUTION

DECEMBER
2017

Yeezy Desert Rat
500 release date
announcement

FEBRUARY
2018

Desert Rat 500 
release (only 500 

pairs)

MARCH
2018

Triple S
restock and
new colors 

release

APRIL
2018

Desert Rat 500 
release

MAY
2018

LVCruise show

Balenciaga Triple S Acne Studio ManhattanLouis Vuitton ArchlightYeezy Desert Rat 500 Raf Simons Ozweego
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BALENCIAGA TRIPLE S IS THE MOST STRONGLY ASSOCIATED
WITH THE DAD SHOES TREND

TOP BRAND HASHTAGS WITHIN “DAD SHOE” MENTIONS HASHTAGS
WITHIN “DAD SHOE” MENTIONS

1500

932

722

1646

1844

1876#balenciaga

#adidas

#nike

#yeezy

#supreme

#gucci

By volume of posts
From January 2017 to August 2018From January 2017 to August 2018
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Fashion media anoints the Triple S the most iconic model Other brands offer “alternatives” to the Triple S

IT IS NOW THE ICONIC MODEL OF THE DAD SHOES TREND
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A “LOVE OR HATE” MODEL

 REACTIONS TO THE BALENCIAGA TRIPLE S

From January 2017 to August 2018
Based on 53K posts mentioning the Balenciaga Triple S
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A HIGHLY DESIRABLE MODEL
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THAT MAY ALREADY BE GETTING OLD
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DESPITE THE FACT THAT DAD SHOES ARE HERE TO STAY, NEW SNEAKER 
TRENDS ARE ALREADY EMERGING.
WILL HIKING SHOES BE THE NEXT DAD SHOES?
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Get a customized reportRequest a demo

Want to learn more about your brand 
and industry with customized social data 

research? Get in touch.

Want to learn more about real-time
social listening? Request a demo of Radarly.

This Dad Shoes report was created by our social data researchers using data collected from our social listening platform, Radarly.

https://info.linkfluence.com/contact
http://info.linkfluence.com/demo

